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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 , 2, and 6-8 are objected to because of the following informalities: In 
claim 1 lines 1-2, the phrase "A method for exchanging shears in the cutting to length of 
strips or sheet metal" should be replaced with "A method for moving shears in cutting 
strips or sheet metal". The term "exchanging" is not correct since the shears are never 
exchanged only moved. On line 5 of claim 1 , the phrase "the strip" should be replaced 
with "the strip of sheet metal". On line 8 of claim 1, the phrase "with holding elements" 
should be replaced with "with the holding elements". On lines 20-21 of claim 1 , the 
phrase "form-fit connected and frictionally connected" should be replaced with "form-fit/ 
frictionally connected" 

In claim 2 lines 1-2, the phrase "A method for exchanging shears in the cutting to 
length of strips or sheet metal" should be replaced with "A method for moving shears in 
cutting strips or sheet metal". The term "exchanging" is not correct since the shears are 
never exchanged only moved. On line 1 1 , the phrase "on which frame" is not 
grammatically correct and should be replaced with "on the U-shaped frame" for 
consistency. 

In claim 6 lines 1-2, the phrase "A method for exchanging shears in the cutting to 
length of strips or sheet metal" should be replaced with "A method for moving shears in 
cutting strips or sheet metal". The term "exchanging" is not correct since the shears are 
never exchanged only moved. On line 11, the phrase "on which frame" is not 
grammatically correct and should be replaced with "on the U-shaped frame" for 
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consistency. On lines 16-17 of claim 6, the phrase "at a free end of an upper horizontal 
frame arm" should be replaced with "at the open side of an upper, horizontal arm of the 
U-shape frame" for consistency. On lines 24-25 of claim 6, the phrase "form-fit coupling 
and frictionally coupling" should be replaced with "form-fit/ frictionally coupling". 

In claim 7 lines 1-2, the phrase "A method for exchanging shears in the cutting to 
length of strips or sheet metal" should be replaced with "A method for moving shears in 
cutting strips or sheet metal". The term "exchanging" is not correct since the shears are 
never exchanged only moved. On line 10, the phrase "on which frame" is not 
grammatically correct and should be replaced with "on the U-shaped frame" for 
consistency. On lines 16-17 of claim 7, the phrase "at a free end of an upper horizontal 
frame arm" should be replaced with "at the open side of an upper, horizontal arm of the 
U-shape frame" for consistency. 

In claim 8 lines 1-2, the phrase "A method for exchanging shears in the cutting to 
length of strips or sheet metal" should be replaced with "A method for moving shears in 
cutting strips or sheet metal". The term "exchanging" is not correct since the shears are 
never exchanged only moved. On line 10, the phrase "on which frame" is not 
grammatically correct and should be replaced with "on the U-shaped frame" for 
consistency. On lines 16-17 of claim 7, the phrase "to frame arms" should be replaced 
with "to two frame arms of the U-shaped frame" for consistency. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 112 
2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

On line 13, the phrase "opening a forward connection" is unclear. It is uncertain 
what structure makes up the connection (i.e. what two items are connected to form the 
forward connection). It is unclear what structure actually opens up. It is uncertain how 
or where this connection is opened. Do the blade holders detach from one set of 
holding elements or from the clamping plate? Also, on lines 20-21, the phrase "is form- 
fit/frictionally connected before a subsequent cut" is unclear. It is uncertain what 
structures are form-fit/frictionally connected to one another to allow for the connection to 
be opened or closed. The structural details of the forward connection must be added to 
the claim. 

On lines 22-28 of claim 1 , the movement of the part (2 ) of the rolling table is 
unclear. First, since the forward connection is not defined, it is unclear if the part of the 
rolling table is connected to the U-shaped frame. Does the movement of the shears 
also move the movable part of the rolling table? If this is the case it is unclear how 
opening the forward connection ever occurs. Does the movable part of the rolling table 
move independent but simultaneously with the U-shaped frame? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-5 are rejected, as best understood, under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by David (3,408,886). 

In regards to claims 1 and 2, David discloses a device for exchanging shears 
(Figs. 3-5) in the cutting to length of strips on a rolling table (1), the shears (Column 3 
lines 9-13 and 30,31) are arranged on a rail-guided (29) drive carriage (26) is movable 
by means of a drive transverse to the rolling line (Figs. 4 and 5), the shear comprise a 
U-shaped frame open toward the rolling line and closed at a drive side (Fig. 4), at the 
drive side holding elements (34,35) are provided that support the blade holders (30,31), 
and wherein the drive carriage is coupled to a movable part of the rolling table (Fig. 4). 

In regards to claim 3, David discloses the drive carriage at the rolling table side 
receives at least one clamping element with actuating members (40). 

In regards to claim 4, David discloses the u-shaped frame has a correlated 
therewith a clamping element (38) coupled with the holding element at the rolling table 
side (39). 

In regards to claim 5, David discloses the clamping element (38) is provided with 
coupling elements (37) that couple with the holding elements of the frame arms (39). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 6-8 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
objection(s) set forth in this Office action. 

Response to Arguments 
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In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., the shears are only introduced into the line when the strip needs to be separated 
transversely) are not recited in the rejected claim(s) especially the apparatus claims. 
Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the 
specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). David discloses a U-shaped frame that performs a cut, 
is moved to a neutral position, and then moved back to a working position to perform a 
subsequent cut. The claims do not recite any method steps stating how often the 
shears are moved to the neutral position. David clearly performs the method as 
claimed. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Prone whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4513. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00-4:30, Mon - (every other) Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on (571) 272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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